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19 January 1982
| MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
f SUBJECT: Discussion on Autonomy Negotiations with Deputy Assistant
Secretary Claverius and National Security Council Geoffrey Kemp
1. Both men, who accompanied Secretary of State Haig on his recent trip
to the Middle East, stated Haig came away from his recent trip to Egypt
and Israel pessimistic about prospects for autonomy. He also apparently
mistrusts Egyptian intentions to pursue the autonomy talks in a meaningful
manner, and intends to urge the President to pressure Egyptian President
Mubarak on this issue during his visit here.
4 2. There was no "give" in the Israeli position on the autonomy talks,
: with the exception of "narrow windows" given on two issues:
-- On the size of the Special Governing Authority, Begin
commented he sticks to his proposed number of 15, but
f offered to consider any ideas Haig might have on this
point. The Egyptians, of course, want something much
larger.

-- On voting participation of Palestinians from East
Jerusalem, Begin said he was "very determined to make
an effort to solve this problem." He again reiterated
the Israeli position they should not participate,
however. _ .

3. General Sharon made several significant points, as follows:

-- He indicated the Israelis feel the size of military areas
reserved for the Israeli army under the autonomy agreement
should be sizeable, and include maneuver room rather than
simply barracks. This contradicts the Egyptian assumption.

-- The continuing security role of the Israeli security
forces, whether military or civilian, would continue

in Sharon's definition to be widespread. This also
contradicts the Egyptian and Palestinian conception,
which envisages security responsibility largely reverting
to local Arab police authorities.
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-- Sharon repeated what by now has becomé his traditional
litany about mistrusting United States motives regarding
Palestine, and so on. The Secretary apparently sharply
informed him he had a "hang up", if that is what he ~
believed.

-- Privately, Sharon indicated he realizes that Begin had
responded positively to President Reagan's letter to
him regarding South Lebanon. In effect, he had promised
not to undertake a large scale operation without a
significant provocation. Sharon pointedly stated that
plans for an operation were intact, however, and
Claverius felt he was implying he desires to commence
such an operation even without serious provocation.
There may be a difference between Sharon and Begin on
this issue. .

4. Haig will be in Geneva on 26 January, and travel to the Middle East
on the 27th. As of 18 January, he had not decided whether or not to visit
Egypt, since Foreign Minister Ali had suggested further conversations be
reserved for Mubarak's visit to Washington.
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